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GRAND JURY 


County of Middleſ EX. 


To the Honourable and Right Worſhipful. the Fuſtice of the Peace for the 
County of Middleſex, at this preſent General Seſſons beld at Hick's- 
Hall, begun the 18% day of May; 1681, 


Sheweth, Heh, | 
FT We the faid Grand Jury, being by our Oaths obliged to enquire 


into the State of the Peace of the County, hold our ſelves bound to 
ſhew unto this Court, , what we find and Apprehend concerning the 
_ Upon'the moſt diligent enquiry and Obſervation that we can 
make, 
we find that the peace of this County and the whole Kingdom is in no ſecu- 
rity, by reaſon of the continual Contrivances of the Papiſts and their Adhereats 
againſt che Proteſtants, to throw their wicked Conſpiracies upon them, and we 
have reaſon to fcar dayly that the peace may be broken, by means of ſome 
of their wicked defigns to enrage ſome inconſiderate people, 
We find that His Majeſties Perſon is in no ſecurity whilſt the Papiſts have 
hopes, and a viſible appearance that there may be a Popiſh Succeſſor to. head 
them, and deſtroy the Proteſtant Intereſt, it chey can by any wicked means 
and Helliſh Villanies, procure His Majeſtics Death, which God (in his Mercy) 
revent. 
: We find the minds of the people greatly diſquiered and diſtraſted, with fears 
of what may happen to them, remembring the deſtructions that have been 
made in the City of Londox and elſewherez and we perceive dayly endeavours 
by Jeſuitical Councils, to diſtract and divide the Proteſtants into Partics, and 
£0 incenle each of them againſt the other, ro ſuggeſt ill and falſe opinions of their 
Parliaments, and to villifie the Authority of the Commons, and to miſrepreſent 
their proccedings, | 
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.._ We find yi ecrets,,,.endeayougs to, make, breaches. betweeg His Majeſty 
and the Cothwous® fil d in Parlian : by Printed P apers andotherwile, co 
being the Commons in Parkamenr inthe Harre@ arid contempt of the Nation, 
which we conceive to be of moſt dangerous conſequence, tending even to the 

Diſſolution of the. conſtitution of the Govetnment. 

And we find the Papiſts and their Adherents much encouraged by the frequent 
re rg of /Parlianents, and the whole Kingdom put into a+ Languiſhing 
condition, - © = - | 

All which Evils- in our +apprehenſions can be only cured by the Sitting of 

Annual Parliaments, until the buſineſs of-ghe Kingdom be done, (as the Laws 

for holding Parliaments do intend) that dcing the ouly means to keep the whole 


Adminiſtration bf the Gavernment in due Orderz-;and therefore the peace of the 
Kingdom inviolable, which Parliaments ſhall (as have. been uſed heretofore) 
conſtantly infpe& the-effes of all Counſecls given tg His Majeſty 4 None will 
dare to advize him againſt his own and the Kingdoms Intereſt, whereby only 
rhe people may enjoy what'was left the by their Anceſtors, and Juſtice may 
be done upon all dangerous Offenders and Conſpirators againſt His Majeſty, and 
the Religion, Lives, and Liberties of the Subjets, « , _ 


We therefore Humbly offer it 4s our Requeſts, that your Worſhips and this Court, 
| will (in that moſt acceptable and effetiual way, which ſhaii ſeem meet to your 
Wiſdom) make their moſt humble and earneſt Deſires and, Prayers known to 
bis Majeſty, for the immediate holding of « Parliament, whith may Sit for 
ſuch time as the Imminent danger of bis Majeſty and the whole Kingdom hath 
wade it neceſſary and indifpenſuble 5 that ſo his SubjetFs may enjoy the benefit 
of the Laws, as the conſtitation of the Eovernment intends them in their Pay- 
liament , which is to make ſufficienf Proviſionfor the ſafety of his Majeſty, and 

the Security. of the whole Kingdom in their Religion, Laws and Liberties, 


And your Petitioners ſhall eyer Pray, &c. 
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